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Summary of the meeting 

 

The OECD / IFP is conducting in partnership with Institutional and private actors a study examining how space 
technologies and ICT could be useful in addressing potential threats identified by the OECD Global Shocks 
project and the World Economic Forum. A series of workshops is organised in that context. The third workshop 
focuses on the theme “Transport and Power Surveillance”, with two selected risks: threats to air traffic and to 
energy infrastructure. 
 
 

The meeting was chaired by Barrie Stevens of the OECD.  Eu-Vri kindly hosted this workshop at Steinbeis  
headquarters in Stuttgart.  20 participants gathered on 4th May for the third workshop in the OECD Study.  The 
workshop focussed on Transport and Power Surveillance. Two countries were represented (Germany and Norway), 
3 IGOs (ESA, EMSA and Eurocontrol), and 5 institutions from the private sector (Astrium Satellites, EADS, Inmarsat, 
Airbus and the Bavarian Research Alliance).  

 

A warm welcome was given to the group by Sasa Jovanovic , CEO of the  EU-VRI-INteg Risk project. 

The introduction to the day and to the OECD IFP Study was given by Barrie Stevens. 

A summary of threats identified under the theme “Transport and Power Surveillance” was given by Gil Denis of 
Astrium. 

The first topic of the day was “Surveillance of the air traffic system”.  The modernisation of air traffic systems is well 
underway in many countries, but international air traffic is expected to continue to grow rapidly in the years ahead. 
The sheer number of airplanes aloft could eventually overwhelm some regional systems, significantly aggravating 
the risks of accidents which could have serious impacts on the functioning of the global air transport system. 
External environmental risks, such as volcanic eruptions, also need to be taken account. The session explores 
selected risks to air traffic systems, and identifies useful contributions from satellite systems already today and over 
the next 5-8 years.  
 
Ian Middleton of Eurocontrol gave the first presentation on the review of risks in air traffic in the context of the new 
European ATM. 
 
Pierre Bachelier of Airbus then presented views of the aircraft manufacturers on the integration of satellite systems. 
 
The European Space Agency was represented by both Nathalie Ricard and Alan Brunstrom who presented examples 
of solutions being developed through ESA programmes and evolutions in air traffic management procedures. 
 
The air traffic system and its impact on the climate was demonstrated by Volker Grewe of the DLR Institute of 
Atmospheric Physics. 



 

 
After lunch, we broached our second topic: Surveillance of energy infrastructure (oil & gas exploration and 
transport). This session provided an overview of key threats to the oil and gas industry (e.g. intrusions, accidents) 
and how satellite connectivity and observations may bring some useful capacities today and in the next 5-8 years.  
 
Olaf Trieschmann, Head of Section CleanSeaNet of the European Maritime Safety Agency, discussed the role of 
satellites in times of accidents in energy production. 
 
The Norwegian experience in the surveillance and communication of energy infrastructure was shown to us by Rune 
Sandbakken of the Norwegian Space Centre. 
  
Simon Curran of Inmarsat wrapped up the day with a presentation on the” Role of satellites in monitoring oil and 
gas production facilities and transport: view of a telecom satellite operator “. 
 
The day finished with a question and answer period followed by a roundtable moderated discussion on “Surveillance 
energy infrastructure”. 
 
The Chair thanked the group for their participation, for the rich and valuable information provided and the lively 
contributions to the discussions. 

The next workshop on Health Risks will be hosted by CNES at their headquarters in Paris on 5 June 2012. 

 
 
 

 


